
 

PCNP promotes affordable, accessible quality health care in PA, and encourages collaboration in all  
aspects of the health care field. Join us in supporting Senator  Pat  Vance’s  legislation  to  remove   
unnecessary mandates on nurse practitioners – and give patients peace of mind.  May 2013 

 35 million more Americans, 
including an estimated 550,000 more 
Pennsylvanians, would be insured under 
the Affordable Care Act – driving up 
demand for health care services. 

In Pennsylvania, there are only 
5,000 family doctors for a population that 
exceeds 12 million.

 According to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health, more than 25% of 
family doctors plan on ending their 
practice by 2015, with 30% of those 
doctors in rural areas. 

 The Pennsylvania Academy of 
Family Physicians acknowledges that 
there is a workforce strain on their 
members and patients – and that it’s only 
getting worse in the years to come. 

 The Department of Veterans Affairs 
is designating NPs as independent 
practitioners nationwide to meet growing 
demand from our veterans. If NPs can 
treat our wounded soldiers, then 
Pennsylvania’s ailing patients deserve the 
same access.   

Nurse practitioners (NPs) can help 
meet the demand.  There are 250,000 
nurses in Pennsylvania – including 8,000 
NPs – and nurse practitioners comprise 
one of the fastest growing health careers 
in the country. 
 

 We need to keep our NPs in 
Pennsylvania. Currently, our schools are a 
magnet for health care recruiters – from 
other states. With 17 states (and counting) 
allowing NPs to provide care 
unencumbered by mandated 
collaborative agreements, we need to 
compete, not get left behind. 
 

 Support a field that empowers 
independent professionals – especially the 
women who make up 95% of active NPs.  
Primary care requires a special kind of 
provider, one who listens, and works as 
part of a team. NPs – women and men – 
are educated to do this from Day One.  

Removing unnecessary, costly 
mandates on NPs can help meet the 
workforce demand. Whether caring for a 
toddler’s ear infection or an older patient 
with diabetes, NPs are prepared to do so 
without written approval. 
 
 

Granting NPs hospital privileges is 
good for their patients, good for meeting 
workforce needs, and good for the 
bottom line. Give hospitals the freedom to 
choose; Pennsylvania law doesn’t 
currently give them that discretion. It’s 
time for a change. 
 


